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Request 
 

1. What is the Merseytravel plan with re-regulation of the bus network following 
the recent ruling in Manchester about Andy Burnham’s plan? 

2. Also, with Scotland and Wales allowing new municipal buses to be set up, 
hopefully if this is allowed would the CA and MPTE discuss the possibilities?  

3. Is there any future news on when the new class 777 trains enter service with 
Merseyrail? 

4. Finally, aside from the Liverpool to Cleethorpes TPE train replacing the 
northern Liverpool to Manchester airport which has been Sundays only in 
recent times, any other major changes due in dec 2022 railway timetable 
affecting Liverpool? 

 

 
Response 
 
Thank you for your recent request made under the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please find the Combined Authority’s response below on behalf of the Growth 
Platform. 
 

1. What is the Merseytravel plan with re-regulation of the bus network following 
the recent ruling in Manchester about Andy Burnham’s plan? 

2. Also with Scotland and Wales allowing new municipal buses to be set up, 
hopefully if this is allowed would the CA and MPTE discuss the possibilities?  

 
Delivering a comprehensive and integrated bus network is a key priority and the 
Liverpool City Region ‘Vision for Bus’ sets out a clear ambition for better 
bus  services in the evenings and weekends and to increases links across the city 
region. See LCR_BSIP_2021.pdf (liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk) for further 
information.   
 
The recent report ‘Next stages towards Bus Reform in the Liverpool City Region’ 
considered by the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority on 4th March 2022 
(available here) set out the next steps that would need to be taken before any 
decision to adapt a franchising model could happen. Timescales are still being 
developed but it is envisaged that the LCRCA will make a final decision in Quarter 2 
of 2023/24 and in the event of a decision to franchise services a  12 to 18 month 
transition period will follow before moving to a franchised network.   
 

3. Is there any future news on when the new class 777 trains enter service with 
Merseyrail? 

 
Despite the challenges we’ve faced during the coronavirus pandemic, the Combined 
Authority is progressing well with this project. This includes having successfully 
completed the one-off testing of our new trains and we’re now putting each train 
through a process of fault free running before formal acceptance. We know lots of 
people are really looking forward to the launch of the new trains, as are we. The plan 
is to start to introduce them into passenger service on a phased basis later this year. 
 

https://www.liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/LCR_BSIP_2021.pdf
https://moderngov.merseytravel.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=364&MId=7017&Ver=4
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4. Finally aside from the Liverpool to Cleethorpes TPE train replacing the 
northern Liverpool to Manchester airport which has been Sundays only in 
recent times, any other major changes due in Dec 2022 railway timetable 
affecting Liverpool? 

 
We are currently awaiting the final output from the Manchester Study as to the 
impact on services between Liverpool and Manchester and beyond. While we 
anticipate there may be further changes, until the study is concluded we do not yet 
know what these might be. 
 
I trust that this information if of interest to you. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for 
an internal review, which should be addressed to:  
                Mrs Julie Watling 
                Legal, Democratic Services & Procurement Manager 
                Merseytravel 
                PO Box 1976 
                Liverpool 
                L69 3HN 
                julie.watling@merseytravel.gov.uk  
 
If you are not content with the result of your internal review, you also have the right 
to complain to the Information Commissioner, whose address is  
                The Information Commissioner’s Office, 
                Wycliffe House, 
                Water Lane, 
                Wilmslow, 
                Cheshire SK9 5AF 
                www.ico.org.uk  
 
 

mailto:julie.watling@merseytravel.gov.uk
http://www.ico.org.uk/

