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Request 
 
Please could advise me on the following: 
 

• What will the MPTE try to do to re-establish direct Edinburgh train services 
again after the 2022 changes? 

• Years ago I remember a Merseyside PTE/Merseybus office on Ashfield Road 
in Aigburth (currently Otto’s); what was that office used for? 

• What is the current situation with new Merseyrail trains and are you hopeful 
they will be in service in 2022? 

• Where is the best place to view the archives of the MPTE? 

• Finally, approximately how many people still work for the MPTE from pre-
October 1986? 

 

 
Response 
 
Thank you for your recent enquiries under the Freedom of Information Act. Please 
find Merseytravel’s responses below. 
 

• What will the MPTE try to do to re-establish direct Edinburgh train services 
again after the 2022 changes? 

 
Merseytravel was extremely disappointed at the potential loss of this direct route. 
However subsequent to the consultation which took place the Department for 
Transport has issued the following statement: 
 
"We have agreed that the planned introduction of the May 2022 East Coast Main 
Line timetable change will not go ahead. It is vital that the views of passengers and 
local leaders are heard and reflected in the timetable. This decision ensures the 
lessons of May 2018 are learned, enabling the industry to conduct a full review of its 
readiness and resolve outstanding issues identified by the industry assurance 
group.  The industry will also focus on delivering an improved, achievable new 
timetable, which fully considers the consultation responses by passengers and local 
stakeholders and delivers reliable services on the East Coast." 
 
On this basis it would appear that the representations made by the Liverpool City 
Region Combined Authority, Merseytravel and other bodies have been effective and 
that the timetable will not change with the direct service to Edinburgh maintained. 
 

• Years ago I remember a Merseyside PTE/Merseybus office on Ashfield Road 
in Aigburth road (currently Otto’s); what was that office used for? 

 
The MPTE entered into a ten year lease of 4 Ashfield Road in Aigburth in September 
1984. The premises was used as a canteen, cash pay in and rest stop for bus 
drivers. 
 

• What is the current situation with new Merseyrail trains and are you hopeful 
they will be in service in 2022? 
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We have taken delivery of fourteen of the new Class 777 units and have recently 
accepted the first of these from Stadler the manufacturer.  We will announce details 
of their subsequent roll out into service in due course but can confirm that we 
anticipate that this will take place during 2022. 
 

• Where is the best place to view the archives of the MPTE? 
 
We do not have a public archive of our own, but some records may be found at 
Wirral Archives Service and the Liverpool Council Archives at Central Library. 
 

• Finally approximately how many people still work for the MPTE from pre-
October 1986? 

 
We have 23 employees who started during or prior to October 1986 
 
I trust that this information is of interest to you. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for 
an internal review, which should be addressed to:  
                Mrs Julie Watling 
                Legal, Democratic Services & Procurement Manager 
                Merseytravel 
                PO Box 1976 
                Liverpool 
                L69 3HN 
                julie.watling@merseytravel.gov.uk  
 
If you are not content with the result of your internal review, you also have the right 
to complain to the Information Commissioner, whose address is  
                The Information Commissioner’s Office, 
                Wycliffe House, 
                Water Lane, 
                Wilmslow, 
                Cheshire SK9 5AF 
                www.ico.org.uk  
 

https://www.wirral.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/wirral-archives-service
https://liverpool.gov.uk/libraries/archives-family-history/
mailto:julie.watling@merseytravel.gov.uk
http://www.ico.org.uk/

